AN INNER CHAMBER OF YU-PING

positioned about this Inauspicious region? It is
further described a> fronting on a summer-seat
domed with red copper."

"There is such a house as you describe, at no
great distance to the west," replied Chang Tao.
"But that he marks the day with music had not
reached these superficial ears."

"' It is but among those of his inner chamber, this
being the name-day of one whom he would honour
in a refined and at the same time inexpensive
manner. To that end am I bidden."

"Of what does your Incomparable exhibition
consist?" Inquired Chang Tao.

"Of a variety of quite commonplace efforts. It
is entitled "Half-a-gong-stroke among the No-
realities; or Gravity - removing devoid of In-
elegance." Thus, borrowing the neck-scarf of the
most dignified - looking among the lesser ones
assembled I will at once discover among its folds
the unsuspected presence of a family of tortoises;
from all parts of the person of the roundest-bodied
mandarin available I will control the appearance
of an inexhaustible stream of copper cash, and
' beneath the scrutinising eyes of all a bunch of
paper chrysanthemums will change into the simili-
tude of a crystal bowl in whose clear depth a
company of gold and silver carp glide from side
to side."'

" These things are well enough for the immature,
and the sight of an unnaturally stout official having
an interminable succession of white rabbits pro-
duced from the various recesses of his waistcloth
admittedly melts the austerity of the superficial
of both sexes. But can you, beneath the undecep-
tive light of day, turn a sere and unattractive hag
169